(Jim 8lade Commentary, ABC Radio) August'lz, 1991

Kennedy Space Center, Augusat 12th: This is a special place. It
is so special that people will come here someday to see where an
evolutionary change in human history began.

Our ABC broadcaat facilities sit on a mound abpbut a half
pile to the right of the big hangers and control robms where tha
shuttles are groomed and then fired into orbit. It/ is easy to
forget now that this is the same place where Neil Armstrong and
the others atepped off for the moon.

The launch pads themselves are about 3 and a hElf miles out
there toward the ocesn. You can see them clearly apross acras of
tropical scrub and swamp. Birds tumble, squawking,| out of those

bushes whenever a rocket bellows. But the rockets bnly sing once
in awhile compared to the birds and so far, the birBs have always

come bhack.

It's a busy place. This i3 Monday. VYesterday, space
shuttle Atlantis dropped out of the sky here and was led back to
the barn, still warm and sweating. This morning, aj big tractor
carried Discovery out to the same launch pad Atlantfis used ten
days ago. They hofe to launch Discovery in mid September with a
Euga satellite in its hold that will study how the pzone layer is
eing depleted and what we humans have to do with ik, That is
imgartant public business, the kind the shuttles ought to be
do ng. .

As soon as it's ready, Atlantis will be re-serpiced and used
to launch a missile-warning satellite sometime in Nbvember,
That's important, too.

Nobody has to tell the people here that their work is
important, though. If you didn't have the spirit th work in this
Place, you would hate it. Tt takes a lot of pride ko stand up to
the pressure, some of it, not very fair.

There i3 a eynical tendency to jeer whenever a big, visible
rogram doesn't work right. Impatience, leavened with the idea
that lots of moneg ought to mean perfection, leads lis down that
road. The fact of the matter ia that non-dastructibe delays heras
re a sign of perfection. When a high speed computer stops the
lock -because it s&eshtrc@ble“in“a“tiny little gizmp buried among
thousands of other tiny little gizmos, I find that hothin short
f a miracle. The bottom line here is that no shuttle f) es
nless everything works at the time of liftoff. 8o ething might
. break on the wa¥ "up the hill," but at that most crficial moment
the spacecraft is a hundred percent or it doesn't g0. Given the
illions of parts and miles of wire in a shuttle, that's saying
ore than any other engineering or science program has ever been
ble to say.
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